
 

 

Dear _____________, 
 
My name is (insert your name), your neighbor (from across the street).  I am reaching 
out to you regarding the lighting on the outside of your (house, garage, barn, business).  
From my property (e.g., apartment, house), it appears you have lights that stay on all 
night and shine into my (bedroom, dining room, living room) causing light pollution 
problems for my family.  (Insert description of your situation and the problems it is 
causing.) 
 
The cities of Buellton and Solvang and areas outside the incorporated cities of Santa 
Barbara County have outdoor lighting ordinances and/or design guidelines that require 
fully shielded or full cut-off light fixtures to prevent light trespass and glare on 
neighboring properties.  In March 2025, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors 
updated the County’s Outdoor Lighting Ordinance to address lighting on both new and 
existing buildings.  These regulations include preventing light trespass and glare, 
installation of timing controls that ensure lights are off except when people are present 
or using motion-controlled security lighting (unless constant lighting is required by 
government code.)  
 
There are several ways to maintain lighting on your building while eliminating light 
spillage beyond your property.  The angle of your light fixtures might be changed to 
direct light toward the ground or a shield added, if one is available. Less intense or 
amber colored bulbs could be used.  Additionally, light sensors can assure that the 
lights turn on if there is any movement during the night.  If one or more of these 
solutions is not sufficient, then replacement of the fixtures may be needed. (Insert other 
possible solutions relevant to your problem.) 
 
You can learn more about how artificial outdoor light causes problems by going to the 
WE Watch website (www.we-watch.org/focus/save-our-stars/).  I have enclosed 
brochures from the We Watch Save our Stars Committee.   WE Watch is a non-profit, 
volunteer organization focused on land use and environmental issues in the Santa Ynez 
Valley.  I also would be happy to meet with you in person or by phone to discuss these 
lighting concerns.  Please let me know when we might meet by calling me at 805-xxx-
xxxx or emailing me at xxx@mail.com.   
 
I want to protect the dark skies we still have in the Santa Ynez Valley so we can enjoy 
the splendor of the stars.  I am hopeful we can both benefit from working together to 
resolve this problem.  


